Task 4 – due today but extend it to tomorrow (Tuesday 5pm)
2 pages rhetorical analysis of the Ravisankar’s “Sweatshop Oppression.”

For this assignment, you must recall discipline specific terms to identify and analyze elements of the rhetorical situation. Next, you will actively read Rejeev Ravisankar's essay titled "Sweatshop Oppression”. Ravisankar takes a calculated risk confronting big corporations about their role and responsibility to address sweatshop oppression.  After your close reading, you will compose a short rhetorical analysis to demonstrate your understanding of the text, the rhetorical situation, and the task. You may view the Rhetorical Analysis Outline (Links to an external site.) supplemental resource to help you compose your rhetorical analysis.
Guidelines
Please review this module’s assignment designed to integrate the module’s learning objectives and to highlight particular aspects of the objectives. Compose 2 pages rhetorical analysis of the Ravisankar’s “Sweatshop Oppression.” ((I attach the essay below).) To complete this assignment, you may also follow the template in textbook Ch. 4, on p. 123 but do not copy and paste the exact words (I attach the template below).  Your assignment submission should include a minimum of 500 words. All submissions should follow the APA format. More importantly, your submission should reflect your understanding of the rhetorical situation, meaning your submission should contain proper grammar, be free of spelling errors, reflect appropriate stylistic choices, and reflect critical thinking. 
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TEMPLATE FOR WRITING A RHETORICAL
ANALYSIS

Ravisankar begins his essay by

The problem he identifies is

Ravisankar assumes his readers are

His purpose in this essay is to

In order to accomplish this purpose, he appeals mainly to

He also appeals to

In his essay, Ravisankar addresses the main argument against his thesis, the
idea
that,

He refutes this argument by saying

Finally, he concludes by making the point
that,

Overall, the argument Ravisankar makes is effective [or ineffective] because
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RAJEEV RAVISANKAR

SWEATSHOP OPPRESSION

Being the “poor” college students that we all are, many of us undoubtedly
place an emphasis on finding the lowest prices. Some take this to the extreme
and camp out in front of a massive retail store in the wee hours of the
‘morning on Black Friday, waiting for the opportunity to buy as much as we
can for as little as possible. 1

The Friday after Thanksgiving, traditionally the biggest
shopping day of the year

‘What often gets lost in this rampant, low-cost driven consumerism is the
‘high human cost it takes to achieve lower and lower prices. Specifically, this
means the extensive use of sweatshop labor. 2

A work environment with long hours, low wages, and
difficult or dangerous conditions

Many of us are familiar with the term sweatshop,® but have difficulty
really understanding how abhorrent the hours, wages, and conditions are.
Many of these workers are forced to work 70-80 hours per week making
pennies per hour. Workers are discouraged or intimidated from forming
unions. 3

They must fulfill certain quotas for the day and stay extra hours (with no
pay) if these are not fulfilled. Some are forced to sit in front of a machine for
hours as they are not permitted to take breaks unless the manager allows them
to do so. Unsanitary bathrooms, poor ventilation, and extreme heat, upward of
90 degrees, are also prevalent. Child labor is utilized in some factories as
well. 4

Facing mounting pressure from labor rights activists, trade unions, student
protests, and human-rights groups, companies claimed that they would make
improvements. Many of the aforementioned conditions, however, persist. In
many cases, even a few pennies more could make a substantial difference in
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“[Corporations] are interested in doing anything to increase profits.”

Free-market economic fundamentalists have argued that claims made by
those who oppose sweatshops actually have a negative impact on the plight of
the poor in the developing world. They suggest that by criticizing labor and
human-rights conditions, anti-sweatshop activists have forced companies to
pull out of some locations, resulting in workers losing their jobs. To shift the
blame in this manner is to neglect a simple fact: Companies, not the anti-
sweatshop protestors, make the decision to shift to locations where they can
find cheaper labor and weaker labor restrictions. 6

Simply put, the onus should always be on companies such as Nike,
Reebok, Adidas, Champion, Gap, Wal-Mart, etc. They are to blame for
perpetuating a system of exploitation which seeks to get as much out of each
worker for the least possible price. 7

By continuing to strive for lower wages and lower input costs, they are
taking part in a phenomenon which has been described as “the race to the
bottom.” The continual decline of wages and working conditions will be
accompanied by a lower standard of living. This hardly seems like the best
‘way to bring the developing world out of the pits of poverty. 8

So what can we do about it? Currently, the total disregard for human well-
being through sweatshop oppression is being addressed by a number of
organizations, including University Students against Sweatshops. USAS seeks
to make universities source their apparel in factories that respect workers”
rights, especially the right to freely form unions. 9

According to an article in The Nation, universities purchase nearly “$3
billion in T-shirts, sweatshirts, caps, sneakers and sports uniforms adorned
‘with their institutions’ names and logos.” Because brands do not want to risk
losing this money, it puts pressure on them to provide living wages and
reasonable conditions for workers. Campaigns such as this are necessary if we
are to stop the long race to the bottom. 10
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Rhetorical Analysis Grading Rubric

Criteria

Summary

Context

Analysis

Ratings
10pts 8pts 6pts 4pts
Exemplary Sufficient Insufficient Missing
The student offers | The student offers an The student attempts to | The student
aclear, informative | adequate summary of the | offera summary of the | does not offer a
summary of the author's central claims and | author's central claims | clear summary
author's central reasons although it is and reasons but is of the author's
claims and occasionally not clear or excessively vague or claims and
reasons. informative. unclear. reasons
10pts 8pts 6pts 4pts
Exemplary Sufficient Insufficient Missing
The student develops a context for his or | The student develops | The student The
her analysis through a description of the | a comprehensive providesabit | student
author's qualifications, the potential biases | context, butit may not | of contextual | does
of the publication, the date the article was | always be integrated | information but | not
written, and/or other relevant information. | well.Itis relevantto | itis rarely provide
The contextual information is integrated | their analysis but not | integrated into | any
into and used to support their analysis. always directly orrelevantto | context

supporting it. their analysis. | for
their
analysis
10pts 8pts 6pts 4pts
Exemplary Sufficient Insufficient Missing
The student offers a The student usually offersa | The student may The
clear, specific analysis on | clear, specific analysis on the | summarize student

the author's rhetorical
strategies that is
thoughtful and detailed.
The analysis is
comprehensive and
‘examines a variety of
strategies.

author's rhetorical strategies

that s usually thoughtful and | giving an analysis in

detailed. The analysis may

not be as comprehensive as | analysis may be
it could be, but itis present, butit is not

adequate.

adequate or overly
vague.

excessively instead of | summarizes

excessively

many sections; some | and/or no

specific
analysis is
present.

Pts
Opts
No
Marks

10 pts

Opts
No
Marks

10 pts

Opts
No
Marks

10 pts
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Support

Organization
and Unity

Conventions

10pts 8pts

Exemplary Sufficient

The student uses | The student uses

accurate somewhat accurate
paraphrasesand | paraphrases and
quotations to fully | quotations to support
support their their analysis but some
analysis. Theyare | minor weaknesses may
contextualized and | be present. Most are
integrated contextualized and
seamlessly. integrated well.

10pts 8pts

Exemplary Sufficient

The student The student
incorporates a logical | incorporates a logical
and fluid and fluid organizational
organizational plan. plan. Most sentences,
Sentences, paragraphs | paragraphs and

and transitions are transitions are cohesive
cohesive and well- and well- crafted within
crafted within the the introduction, body

introduction, bodyand | and conclusion.
conclusion.

10pts 8pts

Exemplary Sufficient

The student The student
demonstrates demonstrates a
exemplary control of | consistent, above-
language. The style | average control of

is appropriate, language. The style is
sophisticated, and | appropriate, though
engaging. Errorsare | not sophisticated.

imal, and the There are a few minor
syntax is clear grammar and/or
throughout the pape | syntactical errors.

6pts 4pts

Insufficient Missing

The student frequently | The student rarely
leaves their analysis or never supports
unsupported. The few their analysis. If
quotes and paraphrases | quotes or

present are not always paraphrases are
accurate and are very present, they are
often not contextualized | not

orintegrated adequately. | contextualized or

6pts.
Insufficient
The student
maintains a
logical
organization.
Some.
sentences and
paragraphs are
disjointed.
Transitions are
missing.

6pts

Insufficient

The student
demonstrates a weak
control of language
and/ora style that is
often inappropriate.
Grammar and/or
syntactical errors
sometimes interfere
with the reader’s
comprehension.

integrated.

4pts

Missing

The student does not
maintain a cohesive body
of work. Paragraphs are
often unfocused
(incorporating multiple
topics) and out of order.
Sentences do not reflect
syntactical awareness and
transitions are missing.

4pts

Missing

The student
demonstrates little to
no control of language
and/or lttle to no
appropriate style.
Grammar and/or
syntactical errors
consistently interfere
with the reader’s
comprehension.

Opts
No
Marks

Opts
No
Marks

Opts.
No
Marks

10 pts

10 pts

10 pts




